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are Ruritanians. What Prof. Carr calls " the crisis of self-determination " is partly an expression of the indisputable,fact that modern conditions have rendered the independent existence of small nationalities, to say the least, very difficult, and that some solution on broader lines is needed. But that crisis is also the expression of a desire to look for such a solution on lines divorced from the essential political reality in the countries with which we are concerned, and on lines likely to give any settlement the character of foreign rule3 because they are in accord with standards alien to the nationalities concerned. In a book on federalism we have to deal only with attempts at solutions that claim the support and consent of the governed for their establishment and working.
The Austrian Social Democrats have evolved a solution I that is, 'at present, accepted by a very influential body of English public opinion : politics and nationality ought to be dissociated, and the cultural nation ought to be organised on different lines from the political nation.2 Such a solution may seem reasonable to many people in this country, where the question whether someone desires his children to be taught in the English or Welsh language seems very similar to that whether they ought to be sent to the Baptist or the Methodist Sunday-school. They cannot see why any things should be organised by state machinery that ought to be left to the free decision of the individual. Even if, as is general on the Continent, education and the furthering of cultural activities are accepted as public tasks, it is difficult for the representatives of such a point of view to understand why the State should be burdened with other duties than securing a sufficiently high level of education from autonomous national bodies, by organising, supervising and, if necessary, subsidising them. We have .seen above3 that in social practice great difficulties arise at this point. Ought the respective levels of German and Slovene education to be decided by the contributions that Germans and Slovenes can make to their respective national education funds, or ought the State to intervene ? And if it ought, by what rules should it distribute the funds available? Should the distribution be made according the present share of Germans and Slovenes respectively in the more highly educated section of the population, i.e. according to the present distribution
1 See above, Chapter IX, Section /.
8 See Macartney, op. cit. (1934), p. 463, and Carr, op. cit., p. 62,
3 Part III, p. 214, and note 4.